[Inflammation and cystic fibrosis].
Lung inflammation plays a pivotal role in the pathogenesis of airway disease in cystic fibrosis (CF). Inflammation occurs very early and can be identified in very young infants. Inflammatory response is also more intense in CF than in non-CF airway inflammatory diseases. Among the different cell types involved in the airway inflammation, neutrophils are recognized to play a central role by releasing proinflammatory mediators, such as reactive oxygen species and proteolytic enzymes. Whether inflammation arises independently from infection remains debated. While infection was demonstrated to clearly amplify the inflammation, several studies argue for the possibility of an intrinsic inflammation. Finally, there is also evidence that the severity of pulmonary disease is linked to other genetic factors outside the CFTR gene locus, involved in host defence and inflammation.